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Civil society applauded for its successes, urged to 

remain resilient 

 

Harare – CIVIL society organisations played a critical role in 

creating a relatively non-violent political culture and should 

keep on striving to make government officials accountable as 

part of its future responsibilities, a reflection meeting orga-

nized by the Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) 

heard on Wednesday, November 13. 

 

Derek Martzsak of the Research and Advocacy Unit (RAU) 

said there are a number of countries in the Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) region with a weak demo-

cratic ethos, but the hard work by civil society in Zimbabwe 

had managed to make a difference for the country. 

 

Martzsak made particular reference to the contribution of 

civil society in successfully speaking out against political vio-

lence after the 2008 run-off elections, urging democracy ac-

tivists to realize that their work was vital in the country. 

“The exposure of the extreme violence and brutality 

by Zanu-PF in that run-off period by civil society 

greatly increased the cost to Zanu-PF of engaging in 

that sort of violence again,” Martzsak said, “and to 

some extent managed to prevent its repetition. 

“We have made great achievements over the last 

few years.” 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Programs Manager Nixon 

Nyikadzino said civil society had its work cut out for it follow-

ing the harmonized elections this year. 

“The role of civil society in the next five years is to be 

a watchdog with regards to government programs,” 

Nyikadzino said. “This is so as to ensure that they 

deliver on their promises, they have already put for-

ward ZimAsset which we must push them to deliver. 

“If they do not deliver the opposition will benefit 

from it, but that will not be our business to worry 

about.” 

 

Roselyn Hanzi of the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 

(ZLHR) said there were worrying decisions that were being 

made by the new government such as attacks on socio-

economic rights through demolitions of informal traders’ 

business structures. 
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She also referred to the moves by government to promulgate 

controversial laws aimed at snooping on citizens and control-

ling the work of non-governmental organisations such as the 

Interception of Communications Act and the proposed Non-

Governmental Organisations (NGO) Bill. 

 

Speaking at the same meeting, Bishop Abel Magaya of the 

Christian Alliance of Zimbabwe (CAZ) said the role of the 

church as part of civil society was to speak truth to power as 

that was part of the “prophetic role of the church” in national 

affairs. 

“The prophetic role of the church is to give clear ver-

bal reprimands on national and community leaders 

for their injustices,” Bishop Magaya said. “We are 

saying where is that in our country? 

 “We tend to make generalizations and give sugar-

coated statements instead of making clear repri-

mands. 

“And this is one particular weakness that has been 

found in the church.” 

 

Andy Moise of the Media Monitoring Project of Zimbabwe 

(MMPZ) said civil society needed to continue confronting the 

hate speech emanating form the state media. 

Moise said the hate speech has spread a culture of intoler-

ance and division to the internet on Facebook and the read-

ers’ comments sections of online news sites. 

“We have been monitoring hate speech that creates that divi-

sion and intolerance in society,” Moise said, “and I should say 

85% of it emanates from the state media. 

“We need to create a more thoughtful society than an abusive 

society that has been created by the state media.” 

Moise also bemoaned the lack of information for communities 

in rural areas, which he said civil society must make efforts to 

abet. 

The meeting, among other issues, analyzed the role of civil 

society in the last elections, the challenges that civil society 

faces, and the things that civil society should consider going 

forward.  

State radio focused on lullabies, ignoring issues – CSOs  

Harare – CIVIL society, at media workshop organized by Zimbabwe Association of Community Radio Stations (ZACRAS) as part 

of the on-going Media Diversity Campaign, cited Power FM as an example of how state radios can become sedatives for the 

youths by focusing on playing popular music rather than addressing critical socio-economic issues affecting that demographic. 

 

ZACRAS hosted the Radio Indaba to analyse radio’s relevance in youth development in Zimbabwe on November 10 in Harare as 

part of the eleven events in the Media Diversity Campaign that was launched on October 29 and will conclude on International 

Human Rights Day, which is December 10. 

 

Speaking at the Indaba, which drew participants from civil society and the 

journalism sector, Brian Banda, the cultural affairs officer at the Great 

Zimbabwe University (GZU), said public radio stations such as Power FM 

were being used as a “sedative” for the youths. 

“The underlining factor is that Power FM is acting as a sedative,” 

Banda said, “as a means to pacify the youth by giving them huge 

volumes of entertainment, while at the same time running away 

from the real issues that are affecting the youth of Zimbabwe 

today.” 
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Power FM is a state-owned radio station that is dedicated to serving the youth population which category ranges from 15 to 

35 years of age and is largely considered to be facing enormous socio-economic challenges. 

 

Collen Chambwera, a student at the Midlands State University (MSU), said he had carried out a survey of young radio listen-

ers, which showed that their most exuberant response to radio was inclined towards the Breakfast Show, a musical program.  

“We need an alternative to the current set up because our national broadcaster has not played the role that it is sup-

posed to play,” Chambwera said. 

“The socio-economic issues can be infused with entertainment so that we have a radio that is relevant to young peo-

ple.” 

 

Takura Zhangazha, the outgoing director of Voluntary Media Council of Zimbabwe 

(VMCZ), a media self-regulatory body said young people in Zimbabwe were facing 

socio-economic challenges such as high unemployment levels, which were not of 

their making. 

“Most young people in Zimbabwe are unemployed, but employable,” Zhangazha 

said.  

“The unemployment level is the direct fault of the government.” 

 

 

Zhangazha urged youths to take advantage of the push for a 70% local content media policy for broadcasters by government 

to create content that speaks to issues that affect youths on a daily basis beyond music. 

 

He pointed out that although the origin of the policy was in order to make citizens adhere to the ruling Zimbabwe African Na-

tional Union Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF) party’s narrow thinking on what constituted national interest, the government was now 

making efforts to turn media into an industry, which could present opportunities for youths. 

 

Asked by Vivid Gwede of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC), whether he thought the current editorial policies and content at 

public radio stations such as the youth radio, Power FM, addressed critical issues affecting youth beyond entertainment, Zim-

babwe Broad Casting Corporation (ZBC) employee, Chris Chivenge, was evasive. 

“In most cases, it is the dissenting voice that is heard,” Chivinge said. “The people who are pacified never come out.” 

 

Chivinge added that it was difficult to please everybody in broadcasting, while advising the youths at the Indaba that they 

were free to communicate with Power FM as a youth radio if they had preferred programs they wanted the station to air.  

Takura Zhangazha—outgoing Director of VMCZ 


